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Agnew: Out Like a Lamb? 



IN A PR^ATB motel din- 
ing room on the night 
of Sept 23 Tice President 
Spiro T. Agnew astonished 
his staunchest Republican 
allies in Congress, with an 
earnest pledge; that under 
no circumstances; would he 
run for re-election next year 
if his presence on the ticket 
would damage President 
NLxon^s own reeleetlan; 

To some 35 R^ublican 
congressmen who^ heard 
him, Agnew*s pledge was to- 
tally credible. Coming at a 
time of rising talk about hie 
possibility of Mr. Nixon 
naming Secretary of the 
Treasury John B. Connelly 
as his 1972 nmning-ipateg 
the Vice President's words 
were a potent sign that he is 
preparing himself, botti pri- 
vately and with his political 
allies, to be eased off the 
ticket. 

The pledge from the Vice 
President was given to a 
group of conservative con- 
gressmen headed by Rep. 
Samuel L. Bevine of Ohfo, 
who frequently-— and secret- 
ly— meet with top adminis- 
tration officials about politi- 
cal matters. 

Dinner at -.he Twin 
Bridges MoteL was largely 
uneventful as; Agnew dis- 
cussed routine matters, 
touching on his forthcoming 


trip to Greece. The drama 
came when one of the con- 
gressmen asked Agnew for 
assurance that he would be 
Mr. Nixon's running-mate. 

AGNEW’S ANSWER was 
long and well thought-out. 
He recalled the threat to 
Mr. Nixon's own renomina- 
tion in 1956 and his decision 
to fight to stay on the Elsen- 
hower ticket He praised Mr. 
Nixon for having refused to 
buckle to liberals who 
wanted to dump him. 

But 1956 was far different 
from 1972, Agnew went on. 
In 1956, President Elsen- 
hower was certain of re-elec- 
tion. Not so, he said, for Mr. 
Nixon in 1972, 

With only 43 per cent of 
the vote In I960, President 
Nixon would need every 
asset he could get his hands 
on to be re-elected next 
year, Agnew said. One such 
asset coud be a vice presi- 
dent nominee not named 
Spiro Agnew. 

After dropping that word, 
a bombshell to Devine and 
his pro-Agnew Republican 
cohorts, .Agnew Ustened as 
one after another in his au- 
dience rose to predict party 
disaster if Agnew were 
dropped from the ticket 
Agnew strongly dissented. 
There would be no "dump- 


ing," he said. Rather, he 
himself would insist on a re- 
placement If polls and other 
political data showed that 
he would be a drag on the 
ticket 

TO ALL PROTESTS, 
Agnew was utterly immune. 
When he fielded the last 
question, he was given a 
standing ovation. At least 
some in his audience carried 
away the distinct feeling 
that Agnew had no mental 
reservation about what he 
had , just said: In effect that 
his words were more in the 
nature of a prediction than 
a remote possibility. 

That feeling, moreover, is 
shared by some of the most 
astute politicians who have 
entree to Mr. Nixon's White 
House, They reason that the 
chief attraction of Agnew on 
Mr, Nixon's 1972 presiden- 
tial ticket is to put the icing 
on the cake of the Presi- 
dent's Southern strategy. 
But they now think the cake 
may need no icing. 

The President ^ally has 
redeemed his pledge to pow- 
erful Southern textile inter- 
ests to stem textile Imports 
from Japan. Eadi of his six 
nominations to the Supreme 
Court, two of them defeated 
in the Senate, carried out 
his 1968 pledge for strict 


constructionist justices satis- 
fying to the South. By re- 
peated and angry denuncia- 
tions of public school busing 
to advance racial desegrega- 
tion, Mr. Nixon and his top 
aides have ingratiated them- 
selves with the South. Fi- 
nally, the White House now 
believes that the odds are ! 
better than even that Gov. ' 
George Wallace of Alabama 
will not try another third- 
party presidential race. 

BUT IN ADDITION to ! 
these clear political gains In 
the South, all of which tend 
to reduce Agnew's impor- : 
tance to the ticket, the White 
House is on the receiving 
end these dsjrs of strong en- 
thusiasm from Republican 
businessmen for Democrat 
Connally to replace Agnew. 

Nor is Connally anathema 
to the South, as one South- 
ern Republican who was in 
Agnew's audience that eve- 
ning told us: ‘Tf it’s Con- 
nally instead of Agnew^'we 
could accept that in the 
South." 

The President, of course, 
will make no decitions for 
many months. But os of 
now, Agnew has convinced 
his political allies that, if 
the President's decision is * 
against him, he will go out ; 
like a lamb. ^ 
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